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SCHOOL AND STUDENT SAFETY 
 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Schools are often regarded as the safest place for students in the community 
which means the Joseph Varga School has a responsibility to remain up-to-date 
with the most effective ways of ensuring safety and security for its children and 
staff. 

1.2 Each person in a school community has a vital role and shared responsibility to 
ensure the safety and security of students, staff, and the school property. This 
requires creating a climate within the school that values safety and being alert to 
any issues that may reduce safety and security. 

1.3 This requires members of the community to openly talk about safety and 
security on an ongoing basis so that it is at the forefront of their minds. 

1.4 It is incumbent upon the school to have policies, plans, and procedures in 
place to ensure that it can respond quickly to incidents that breach safety and 
security. 

1.5 This umbrella policy subsumes other related policies and procedures 
concerned with such as: the physical security of the school, student behaviour, 
attendance and discipline, crime prevention, and critical incidents.  

1.6 The purpose of this policy and following procedure is to convey the 
commitment of the school to the ongoing review of the security and safety of the 
school, staff, and students, to be updated and refined in the light of new 
documentation and initiatives by the community including government legislation. 

2. PROCEDURE: 

2.1 As a consequence of the above, even though the school has many of these 
policies in place, it commits itself to systematically evaluating and implementing 
solutions to the issues below. 

2.2 As part of an annual review process, each of the following items of content will 
be discussed through staff meetings: 

• Management of Serious Incidents 
• Managing and Responding to Fire 
• Listening to student concerns about safety 
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• Schoolwatch 
• Crime Stoppers and Crime Prevention Education 
• Liaison with Police NSW, Emergency Services. 
• Managing Violent Behaviour of Individual Students 
• Responding to Graffiti in Schools 
• Apprehended Violence Orders (e.g. parent on parent, parent on child, child 

on parent, staff on child) 
• Lockdown and Lockout Guidelines 
• Threats against Staff 
• Visitor Management 

 

3. STUDENT SAFETY 

3.1 The Joseph Varga School (JVS) provides a safe and supportive learning 
environment for students who are at risk and who have high needs. As such the 
school provides safety features to ensure that students remain safe while on 
the school premises. 

 
3.2 Safety Features of JVS: 

3.2.1 The school maintains an alarm system which is monitored by a Security 
Company (ADT Security). 

3.2.2 The school has double deadlock gates at the front and exit of the premises 
which require keys allocated to each staff member. The front gate contains an 
intercom and video screen for additional security, and the gate can be 
electronically released from the administration office which is in view of the front 
gate. 

3.2.3 The school has two transport entrances for the school buses which are 
electronically operated roller doors. 

3.2.4 The school consists of high fences surrounding all of the school premises to 
prevent unauthorised entry or exit. There is a high plate glass fence that surrounds 
the school’s therapeutic lap pool, and the lap pool has a metal roller shutter to 
prevent anyone from entering the pool. 

3.2.5 As part of the school security and for events involving ‘lock down’ 
procedures, all of the ground floor windows have electronic roll down metal 
shutters that can be activated from each classroom. 

3.2.6 All first floor windows have metal bars to prevent exit or entry. 

3.2.7 The school has a mobile phone for teachers to use while on excursions. 
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